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PBR and
the city
budget

Men who
cook
BY JEANIE BLUES
Staff Writer

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG — In
the driving rain on Thurs.,
April 4, a dedicated coalition
of St. Petersburg citizens,
the People’s Budget Review
(PBR), rallied on the steps
of City Hall to launch their
2013 initiative to increase
resident participation in the
city budget process.
City staffers are anticipating another budget
deficit this year in the General Fund, so the PBR has
created an on-line survey
asking residents about their
vision for the city’s immediate future and long-term financial health.
“There’s a real need to
continue bringing the diverse voices of St. Petersburg to the [budget
process], because the people of St. Petersburg are the
city,” said Cathy Harrelson,
long time local organizer
and coalition member. “We
all depend on a city that provides investment in a thriving future that sustains
healthy lives, healthy business and a healthy environment.”
According to Louis
Brown, III, Political Action
Chair of the NAACP, St.
Petersburg Chapter and
co-chair of Agenda 2012 &
See PBR, page 6

VPK teacher Gertrude Jones, left, enjoys playground time with Director Edie Meredith, right.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For nearly 85 years,
Happy Workers Children’s Center has served
south St. Pete families by
providing quality preschool services. But as
times change, so must the
establishment.
Revamping their mission to merge early education, Happy Workers is
now actively pursuing
bringing the community
together.
“I’m trying to build a
board of a historically
black institution that is

strategic about taking
care of its business,” explained new Board President and Chief Executive
Officer Maria Scruggs.
With Scruggs’ new
role as president, her take
charge attitude will undeniably get results. With
the school’s new vision to
elicit more involvement
from the African-American community, she is
hoping to not only provide
a stronger preschool setting, but to strengthen the
bond between the preschool, its parents, and
the community as a
whole.
“They know that his-

tory,” Scruggs said relaying its beginnings here in
St. Petersburg as the first
preschool in the AfricanAmerican community.
Established in 1929,
Happy Workers Children’s Center, located at
920 19th St. S., is a staple
among African-American
residents. Created by
Willie Lee McAdams, the
wife of a local Presbyterian minister, Happy
Workers’ main goal has always been to develop excellence in their children.
With the 85th anniversary of the institution happening next year, Happy
Workers is the only his-

torically designated institution in the black community, outside of the
churches, that is still operating under its original
mission.
But over the years,
Scruggs admits the preschool may have veered
off the beaten path and relied on too many individuthe
outside
als
community to stay in
service. Committed to
restoring it to its former
glory, not only cosmetically but ethnically as
well, Scruggs and the
board are attempting to
See WORKERS, page 5

ST. PETERSBURG –
Are you ready to over eat
for a good cause? The 18th
Annual Dine With Men
Who Cook will give you the
opportunity to stuff your
face without feeling guilty.
The event, to be held
Sun., April 21 from 2- 4 p.m.
at the Wildwood Recreation Center, 1111 28th St.
S., is just another way
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal (AME) Church
generates funds to help offset expenses for serving
free meals to the homeless
and general population
every Sunday morning.
The proceeds also help
provide holiday gifts and
meals, personal care items
and clothes to needy families and individuals as well
as help the church meet its
financial obligations.
According to current
chairperson Larry Walker,
this delightful healthy competition between male
chefs shows off their culinary abilities as well help
raise funds for the church’s
Annual Calendar Tea
Event, which is another
fundraiser where church
members donate money
under the month they were
born in, and the month
with the most donations
win.
“There are currently 53
chefs signed up so far. Men
young and old throughout
the Tampa Bay area who
want to show off their culinary skills compete in this
event,” said Walker.
Former chair of the
event Patricia Wright feels
that the social interaction
See COOK, page 3

Unlocking the door to
successful caregiving
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

Louis D. Brown III, a St.
Petersburg Attorney
and adviser the PBR.

Staff Writer

caregiver, there is hope.
So on Saturday standing in front of a crowd of
care providers at Suncoast Hospice, located at
3050 1st Ave. S., for the
James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood Family
Center’s 7th Annual Caregiver’s
Conference,

ST. PETERSBURG –
Rebecca Phillips knows
what it’s like when a family member gets sick.
Without warning, it can
wreak havoc on the lives
of all involved. But for
those who have been
thrust into the role of See CAREGIVING, page 8

Carolyn Swanson, left, and Ronnell
Montgomery, organized the
Caregiver’s Conference.



2012 first place winner,
Stephen Scruggs



 

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

By Jon Wilson

Increasing village community and
parental engagement: It’s time to
speak and act
To parents of the schools listed
below:
Percentages of children not reading
at the 3rd level:
Melrose - 84%; Campbell Park - 73%;
Fairmount Park - 82%;Gulfport - 61%;
Woodlawn- 78%; Maximo - 72%; Lakewood - 77%; James Sanderlin - 50%; 74th
Street- 50%; Mt. Vernon - 49%, and Bear
Creek - 57%.
The Parent Support for Education
Council, Inc. (PSFEC), has been sharing frequent and timely articles and information since September 2012. While
the above listed schools are named,
there are at least 10 more throughout
Pinellas County that are experiencing
the similar reading problems.
PSFEC is requesting that you reach
out to us in order to plan the Community Town Hall meeting, tentatively
planned for Sat., June 15. The purpose
is to ascertain from the community, parents and schools specific ways that we
all can work together to solve the problems confronting the above-mentioned
schools.
The schools cannot do it alone. It
will take all of us.

  

PSFEC needs 10 parents from each
of the listed schools, and 10 village community members to serve as small
group action committee including facilitators and note takers.
Parents, the community village and
schools can do better together!
PSFEC members: Cassandra Jackson, Charles Payne, Dr. Frank Scruggs,
Geneva Gibbs, Gloria Shingles, Jewell
Bull-Chambliss, Joslyn Parker, Katina
Parrish, Lisa Wilson, Lydia Brown,
Mamie Jackson, Niki Johnson, Dea
Robert Ellis and Wanda Lawson
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House located at 3647 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side
Tabernacle Baptist Church.

                     

St. Pete’s first black physician
James M. Ponder, considered St. Petersburg’s first black physician, accomplished much for the community during
his 30 plus years of work here. He
fought to improve Mercy Hospital, battled for civil rights, and served as chairman of Trustees for Black Schools in
Pinellas County.
But one thing he did has received little notice. Dr. Ponder almost singlehandedly battled to stem a small pox
outbreak in black neighborhoods during the mid- to late 1920s, according to
the Olive B. McLin Community History
Project at the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg.
At the time, the St. Petersburg
Times and the St. Petersburg Independent made references to the outbreak,
but tended to downplay them. Officials
believed giving the disease publicity
would drive visitors away from the city,
which depended on a resort economy.
In Tampa, some health officials were
criticized for encouraging publicity by
talking publicly about outbreaks.
A Tampa district health officer visited St. Petersburg during the summer
of 1925 and urged vaccinations, which
were being offered for free in St. Petersburg’s segregated downtown.
The question arises: Could AfricanAmerican residents get the vaccinations?
More research, including a comparison of 1920s small pox cases broken
down by race, is needed. The answer
might shed light on the availability of
health care for black people as compared to white people.
Community oral histories might also
hold hints. Those who have heard stories about smallpox in St. Petersburg
during the 1920s are encouraged to contact the Challenger, or this author at
(727) 488-3382. Information would be
relevant to the ongoing African American Heritage Project, a community history effort about one and a half years
old.
Dr. Ponder arrived in St. Petersburg
in 1924 after serving in the medical
corps during World War I. Mercy Hospital had opened just one year earlier.
Dr. Ponder began treating people in the

In 1924, Dr. Ponder began
treating people in the community
and started pushing for
improvements to Mercy Hospital.
community and started pushing for improvements to Mercy, which had a
small, dedicated staff – but not much
equipment. In 1926, Dr. Ponder was appointed city physician for the AfricanAmerican community.
In a small anecdote reflecting the
hustle and bustle of Mercy, a woman
told a story about Dr. Ponder delivering
a baby. Someone asked: “Was it a boy or
a girl?” Dr. Ponder answered: “I don’t
know. I didn’t have time to check.”
He would later become the first active black member of the Pinellas
County Medical Society, and the first
black doctor on the staff of St. Anthony’s Hospital.
In another first tinged with irony, Dr.
Ponder often is credited with writing the
first prescription for Webb’s City, St. Petersburg’s famous super-store that
maintained segregated policies past the
mid-20th century.
Dr. Ponder spent 26 of his 33 years
as a doctor in St. Petersburg, serving
many of those who most needed care.
His stately home was taken by Interstate 275 when it came through in the
mid-1970s.
But he received a measure of respect in the wider St. Petersburg community. When he died in 1958, the flag
at city hall was flown at half-staff.
This is another in a series of articles
about African-American heritage in St.
Petersburg.
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2013 Dine With Men Who Cook event

Spring tea honors finest traditions

From COOK, page 1

between people from diverse backgrounds enhances the event.
“It is the best fellowship
of people of all generations
and all denominations,
gathering together in love,”
said Wright.
Dine With Men began
in 1996 as a precursor to
the Annual Calendar Tea
Event. Wright and the late
Lena Brown were co-chairs
for that event when they
both decided one year that
they wanted to do something different, and thus
Dine With Men was born.
For 10 years Wright and
Brown
chaired
the
fundraiser.
Prior to 2006, the event
was held at Bethel AME, located at 912 3rd Ave. N.,
however, attendance grew
too large for their fellowship hall. When new chairpersons took over the
event, Altermease Cannon
and Suzanne Felton, they
decided to move it to the
Wildwood Recreation Center.
This move allowed for
more chefs to be invited to
participate. The event has
expanded to include an
awards portion, a special

ST. PETERSBURG —
Almost 100 ladies and
gentlemen from all over
the area are expected at
the Sixth Annual Spring
Tea Sun., April 21 at
St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church, 2920 26th Ave. S.
Starting promptly at
4 p.m., all the details
of the English high tea
tradition will be available, including luncheon
delicacies and a new tea
blended especially for
this occasion.
Open to everyone, this
event will include a guest
speaker and door prizes.

Emerging top chefs, from left to right,
Tep Tyler, Travis Barnes and Tremond Webb.
guest chef and a VIP section.
The fundraiser is so
popular that the idea has
spread and now other
churches have organized
similar events. The current
chairpersons are Larry and

Faith Walker and they expect this year’s event to be
the largest one ever.
If you would like to attend The 18th Annual Dine
With Men Who Cook,
please call 727-481-2999 to
purchase tickets.

PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963 50TH CLASS REUNION
COME AND CELEBRATE WITH YOUR CLASSMATES!
Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High School in
Clearwater will celebrate its 50th year reunion. Events are scheduled for
Fri.-Sun., June 7-9. Some classmates could not be reached,
so if you have not been contacted, please call Annie Elliott Gardner 727-581-6361
or Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646. We look forward to hearing from you.

In this file photo from 2012, Hazel Hyatt, Theresa
Elliott and Carolyn Thompson pause at a table set
with the finest china, silver and linen, a setting which
transforms the church hall into a place of elegance.
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Aquentin Felton
Have you noticed the dancing, shaking costumed figure of
the Statue of Liberty on the corner of 22nd Avenue South and
34th Street enticing drivers to
come into the tax preparer office
in Twin Brooks Shopping Center?
From four to eight hours a
day, Aquentin Felton struts his
stuff on the corner where people
and cars whiz by, most oblivious
to him intent on their own journey. In his mind, however, the
sidewalk is a stage and the audience is St. Pete.
The 24-year-old street performer came to St. Petersburg in
2011, from Dooly County, Ga., to
assist his ailing grandfather,
Wilbert Davis, Sr., and to pursue
a career as a dancer and entertainer.
Felton said he has always been involved with dance and music. In Georgia he started performing in praise
teams at the age of 17 and by 19 was establishing himself as a professional
mime performer at local churches and
events under the name “Gifted Mime
Dancer.”
A few months ago he saw a job advertisement on a poster looking for
someone to dance, wave at people and
be full of energy and enthusiasm.
“It seemed to describe all of my categories,” he said laughingly. When he
initially saw the costume he paused, but
then took into account that it was a paying job. “I’ve loved it ever since.”
Felton has been told that some people think he’s crazy or on drugs, but
most of the feedback has been positive.
“People sit at the light and watch me
dance and some people even dance with
me in their car,” he chuckled. “I’m never
tired when I hear the music. When I
hear music I’m separated from my body,
and my soul takes over my body. It is
those reflections that make me move.”
Although he is a product of the hiphop generation, the music he is plugged
into is more old school like Michael

Jackson, James Brown and Salt-n-Pepa.
“I grew up around older people and
that is the music that I listened to,”
stated Felton. “I hear the music and feel
the expression from my dance.”
As with the tax deadline, Felton’s job
at the tax office will terminate on April
15, but he will continue on. He is currently seeking employment as a live advertisement at two other area
businesses and feels confident one of
them will come through soon.
According to his current manager at
Liberty Tax Service, Amber Beckwith,
his next employer will benefit from is
dance moves.
“Felton is one of our number one entertainers. He’s hardworking, dependable, and a huge asset to the company!
His moves bring in a ton of business,”
said Beckwith.
So if you haven’t caught Aquentin
Felton dancing on the street corner,
look for him in the dance troupe he
formed called “Majestic Phenom.” He
might inspire you to get up and start
moving.
“I want to do inspirational music to
reach out to people. Not just guns,
drugs and be this and that. I want it to
be good clean and positive.”

  

Together on ‘One Accord’
ST. PETERSBURG —
For almost 800 consecutive days, friends from
across the world have
been greeted at 7:30 each
morning by the cheerful,
energetic voice of Pastor
Wanda Jones-McCree on
the One Accord Prayer
Conference Call.
Two years ago, Pastors Dexter and Wanda
McCree answered the
enormous call of God for
the vision of Anointed
Word Fellowship in St. Petersburg. The One Accord prayer conference
call was the very first assignment as commissioned by God.
The first call was facilitated March 4, 2011, and
although just a couple of
people joined in initially,
they remained obedient,
committed and consistent.
On this journey, God
continues to unveil the
awesome plans far beyond the local area of St.
Petersburg for this ministry. Now, two years later,
One Accord has grown to
include callers from not
just Florida, but Georgia,
Michigan, Texas, Pennsylvania,
Mississippi,
Washington and many
other areas across the
country.
“I can’t tell all what
this prayer call has done
for me,” said Tony Coleman, a resident of
Delaware Water Gap, Pa.
and an 18 month participant on One Accord.
“There were days that
were a real challenge for
me. One Accord has
helped me draw closer to
God. It has put in my
spirit to pray for others
more. It’s meant the world
to me to be on this line. ”
“Every single day at
7:30 a.m., we meet, share,
exhort, pray and praise
God,” said Pastor Wanda

Pastors Dexter and Wanda McCree
McCree. “Hallelujah! As
a result, many friendships
have been formed.”
“One Accord is an
awesome tool that has
been a tremendous blessing in my life,” said Darryl
Holliday, Senior Pastor of
Believers Life of Victory
in Miramar, Fla. and a two
year participant of One
Accord. “Through this
call, I’ve connected with
people from all over the
world. It’s exciting seeing
the growth in people and
the lives that has been
changed. I’m looking forward to the One Accord
Conference Retreat in
September.”
Now, for the first time,
those who have shared
their heart and united in
spiritual agreement over
the telephone will come
together for The One Accord Conference Retreat
Sept. 6-8 at the beautiful
Trade Winds Island
Grand Resort in St. Peter
Beach,
Florida
(www.oneaccordconference.webs.com).
There will be delicious
food, music, fun, fellowship and not to mention
awesome beach front
amenities. All will be inspired by “Kingdom Living” workshops, Biblical

Pastor Darryl Holliday
Principals of Finance,
etc. They will strap on
shouting boots and welcome God’s anointed vessel, the world renowned,
pastor, author and credentialed life coach and
keynote speaker, Bishop
Kelvin McCree.
For more than two
years, people from across
the nation have dialed
1-424-203-8075;
access
code 1044849# for praying, laughing, singing and
exchanging pleasantries.
Each knowing that it
doesn’t matter how they
feel when they wake because an encouraging
voice will soon greet them
with “Good Morning! Welcome to One Accord!

                     

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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727-865-1591
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727-866-1728
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A new beginning for Happy Workers Children’s Center
From WORKERS , page 1

bring the idea of brotherhood back to the preschool.
“One of the things we
have been proud of in the
last couple of months is
being able to rebuild the
board with people in this
community and of color,”
Scruggs revealed.
Primarily supported by
the “white community and
corporate structures” in
the past, Scruggs is hopeful of the preschool’s new
direction in reaching out to
the African-American community for monetary support and long term
investments in the care
and direction of the school.
“Until the black community becomes serious
and education becomes a
priority in this community,” Scruggs acknowledged, “nobody else is
going to see us seriously as
it relates to education.”
So the board decided to
make a few changes
amongst themselves and
to build the accountability
measure of its director.
Fired up and actively pursuing new avenues, they
received a grant from the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service Project to
make improvements in the
King building of their campus, which is expected to
be finished this week.
And with new director
Edie Meredith at the helm,
bringing on new staff to reflect the shift in priorities at
the center, student enrollment is on an upswing.
“We’ve actually renamed ourselves, the
Happy Workers SMART
board,” boasted Scruggs as
she discussed the board’s
new approach to education.
An acronym, SMART
stands for strategic thinking, monitoring outcomes,
accountability, respectfulness of differences in all
areas, and teamwork.
“There have been too
many institutions that fail in
the black community because there’s this thought
process that we’re trying to
create the next Dr. Martin
Luther King,” she expressed. “That it’s going to
be one person as opposed
to people coming together
and working toward a common good.”
Set on the commutative
effort of a team, the board
is ready, wasting no time
getting the place up and
running. Attempting to create an environment where
children want to learn and
parents feel good about it,
Happy
Workers
first
needed to clean house.
“It was filthy,” she con-

 


 


Courtesy of



      


Board President and Chief Executive Officer Maria Scruggs.

Toddler class teacher Valerie Floyd plays with
Aniyah Hughes, left, and Eriyana Williams.
fessed. “How can we expect
children to thrive in this environment?”
So with city dumpsters
parked in their lot, the crew
had a weekend cleanup,
throwing away old furniture and making cosmetic
changes such as replacing
old worn out carpet and
ceiling tiles, as well as repurposing cabinets. More
is in the works as the
budget
expands
and
Scruggs hopes to be able to
repaint the classrooms.
However, it’s the culture
that Scruggs and the members of the Happy Workers
board is trying to impact.
Hoping to link with other
preschools in the area, the
board hopes to close the
achievement gap by incorporating curriculum standards for all preschools and
building a solid foundation
for children to succeed.
“If we’re going to close
the achievement gap, we
start closing that gap at the
beginning of the race,”
Scruggs adamantly argued.
“It’s very difficult in the distance race of public educa-

Nursery teacher Jeanette Mann feeds Briani Scott
as Deleiyah Baker watches.
tion to start trying to close eign language and a comthe gap at the fourth or fifth munity garden.
The program is free;
year in school.”
Happy Workers is cur- however parents must atrently accepting applicants tend a finance workshop
to their preschool and for sponsored by United Way
their upcoming summer in order for their child to
camp. Structured to give attend. It is open to
children opportunities and school aged children from
experiences that they may 7 - 5:30 p.m.
not otherwise be exposed
If you are interested in
to, the camp promises a fun their summer camp, call
filled summer complete Happy Workers Children’s
with swimming, technol- Center at (727) 894-5337 for
ogy, introduction to a for- more information.
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3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
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(727) 867-3696
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Paint Your Heart Out Clearwater

Clearwater’s 20th Annual Paint Your Heart Out event.
BY YOLANDA COWART
Springtime Club Founder

CLEARWATER — The
City of Clearwater participated in its 20th Annual
Paint Your Heart Out
Clearwater last month.
This is a city-wide program
that enables citizens, businesses, organizations, and
clubs to lend a helping
hand to deserving families,
low income residents and
elderly citizens in our community.
The event is a part of a
national movement inspired by Paint Your Heart
Out, Inc., a volunteer
driven nonprofit organization that helps low income,
seniors, disabled, and veteran homeowners maintain their dignity, safety,
independence and connections to the community by
painting and providing
homeowners with essential
repairs and upkeep to their
homes.
Paint Your Heart Out
Clearwater focuses on revitalization through an annual one day event
whereby selected homes in
targeted residential neighborhoods are cleaned up
and painted.
The
organization
reaches out to sponsors

AFTER

such as Munyan Painting
and Restoration for donated supplies and materials to repair and refurbish,
and recruits volunteers
like the Springtime Club to
provide the support to renovate and restore the
homes.
This year several organizations and hundreds
of volunteers donated their
free time and talents with a
substantial amount of support from the City of Clearwater and local sponsors to
improve the quality of life
for 28 disadvantaged
homeowners.
Under an overcast sky
with projections for rain,
Sylvant T. Broome prayed
that the drizzle would hold
off long enough for the
primer on his house to dry
so that his home could be
painted by volunteers from
the Springtime Club and
professional painters from
Munyan Painting.
Munyan Painting has
been a sponsor and supporter of the event for
seven years. One of the
company’s master painters,
Jeff Davis, served as the
Project Leader for the
Broome’s home, while
BEFORE

Springtime Club member
Barbara Miller served as
the project coordinator and
as the liaison to the family.
They were teamed together to give the
Broome’s family house a
face-lift and brought joy to
the home owners hearts as
they primed and painted
the home.
“It is a privilege to assist those who don’t have
the luxury of managing
and painting their own
house,” said Club president Donna Evans. “It is a
great opportunity to lend a
hand to someone in need
and help beautify a neighborhood in the community
we serve.”
To date, the annual oneday event has painted over
475 homes. Anyone over
the age of 14 can volunteer
and help. The volunteers
helped by providing painting services, repairs, and
other small outdoor household needs the families
have.
“I am very pleased.”
said homeowner, Sylvant T.
Broome. “They did a great
job.” “When I look at my
home now it almost brings
tears to my eyes.”

PBR kicks-off grassroots campaign
From PBR, page 1

Beyond, last year the city received historic levels of support and participation from
everyday citizens during
the budget process as a result of coalition efforts.
Over 6,000 residents
participated in the project
last year, and PBR hopes
that more citizens will participate as they learn about
the project.
The coalition includes
The Council of Neighborhood Associations (CONA),
The League of Women Voters, Agenda 2010/PACT,
NAACP, The Suncoast
Sierra Club, the Florida
Public Services Union
(FPSU), Awake Pinellas, St
Pete Polls and a host of
other
loosely
aligned
groups and individuals from
throughout the city – and,
all are welcome.
PBR began in March of
last year. The diverse group
sought to explore new ways
to engage residents in the
city budget process. They
feel that for years there has
been a common sentiment
that by the time the city was
ready for public input, the
most important decisions
had already been made.
They seek to change not
only that perception, but
also that reality.
According to PBR, the
city has an 80 million dollar
surplus. They make the argument that when city officials and the media speaks
about the budget, they reference only the General
Fund which in recent years
has been at the mercy of
falling property tax revenue
due to the economic crisis.
However, the city’s General
Fund accounts for only 40
percent of its net assets.
However, each of the
city services: water, sewage
treatment, trash pick-up and
disposal, stormwater management and many other
critical services has an individual Enterprise Fund.
These funds account for almost 60 percent of the city’s
net assets. They are often
much more financially secure than the General Fund
because they do not have to
rely on unpredictable tax
revenues.
The city charges us for
these services and each
fund is run like a profit making business. Each Enterprise Fund now has a
surplus, and the city has established
minimum
amounts of money that
they’d like to have in each of
them. The city has discretion over what to do with
amounts in excess of 10 – 15
percent of the operating

Frances Alicia moved to St. Pete a year ago and
has since become active in city politics.
She says St. Petersburg really is a village.

Dedicated members of the People’s
Budget Review brave unseasonable
weather to convene at a rally on St. Petersburg
City Hall steps, Thurs., April 4.
budget for each fund.
With the Enterprise
Funds surplus reaching 80
million dollars, why then is
the city planning for a shortfall of 2.8 million dollars?
On April 24, PBR is holding a Budget Summit at the
Willis S. Johns Recreation
Center, 6635 Dr. M. L. King
Jr. St. N. at 6 p.m., to reveal

the results of its first survey.
They are urging all the citizens of St. Pete to visit the
PBR website at www.peoplesbudgetreview.org and
complete the survey.
If you would like to be involved with PBR, you may
visit the website and fill out
the volunteer contact form
or call 727-279-5660.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2013 Caregiver’s Conference

The life, the mission, the moment

From CAREGIVING, page 1

ST. PETERSBURG –
With the world being in
such constant turmoil, it is
imperative that the body
of Christ is responsive to
ministry that is sound integrity, purely anointed
and that is of a divine appointment.
Without a
shadow of a doubt, such
necessities of ministry are
manifested in the person
and work of Pastor Albert
Baldwin.
Albert “Al” Baldwin,
affectionately
called
“Preacher Al” or “Elder,”
was born October 17,
1980, in Largo to Delores
Bailey and Albert Baldwin, Sr. and was reared by
his grandmother, Hattie
Bailey.
As a child, Baldwin encountered many hardships and struggles,
which served as building
blocks to a personal relationship with the Master.
Pastor Baldwin went
through many years of his
life with both parents on
drugs and in and out of
jail. During this period of
his life, all he had was his
who
grandmother,
worked three jobs to support him and his sister.
He knew within himself that there had to be a
turning point and a way
out. Because of such obstacles he faced in his life,
he began to turn to the
negative behaviors. He
started to act out in
school, which led him to
be put out of several Pinellas County Schools and
placed into an alternative
behavioral school/program.
Baldwin began to have
little or no respect for
adults or authority figures. He was headed
down a path of destruction with no peace within.
As the days and years progressed, he would find
himself getting in more
trouble wherever he went.
Even though people
began to count him out,
saying that he wasn’t
going to amount to anything, God had a plan; he
put the right people in
place to help push Baldwin into the plan that had
been ordained for his life.
Baldwin’s aunt and
uncle, Julia and Rev.
Benny Dyer, would come
and pick him up each Sunday and take him to
church. There the foundation for Christian living
was molded and reinforced. There Bro. James
“Billy” Austin and Bro.
Willie Poinsette saw the
good in him and asked his
grandmother if he could
come and recite the
Lord’s prayer on their
Sunday morning gospel
radio show when he was 8
years old.
All though Baldwin
was able to recite the
Lord’s Prayer in church
and over the radio, he still
had problems. He didn’t
have a personal relationship or understanding of
who God, so he still continued to be persuaded by
other people, which led to

Phillips summoned her
strength and discussed the
difficult topic of preparing
for the end of life.
“Most of us go through
our lives thinking that mom
or dad will just fall asleep
one day and peacefully
transition from this life to
the
next,”
discussed
Phillips who manages the
Office of Health Equity for
Pinellas County Health Department. “We never think
about what may happen in
between.”
And it’s that in-between
that she urges everyone to
prepare for. Phillips, also an
associate minister for St.
John Primitive Baptist
Church, knows too well the
destruction a sick parent,
child, or friend can take on
the caregiver’s own health.
Not too long ago,
Phillips’ stepmother was diagnosed with terminal cancer. For five years, Phillips’
father became the caregiver. Seeing her through
chemotherapy treatments,
tending to her round the
clock needs. So it was no
surprise to Phillips when
her father began to show
signs of illness himself.
“Isn’t that typical,” she
asked. “He thought he
could do it on his own, he
could handle it.”
Phillips believes that
learning how to prepare for
the role of caregiver is essential and quite doable.
The first step to successful
care of a loved one is preparation. But what does
preparation look like?
It begins with recognizing that sickness will inevitably come in some
form. And Phillips explained that means addressing
the
tough
questions such as power of
attorney issues, healthcare
surrogates or whether we
want to be resuscitated.
Phillips agrees opening
the lines of communication
with an elderly parent, family member or friend is
sometimes difficult. Discussions with her father on
the topic rarely elicited
much of a response.
“He’d say, ‘Oh I’m going
to be alright. We don’t need
to talk about that,’” Phillips
confided to the crowd as
she emphasized that even
though it may take time, approaching the conversation
is the first step. She disclosed it took years in her
own situation to get the
needed answers, but urged
those in attendance to start
preparing now.
Facilitators were also on
hand at the conference to
guide attendees in their
roles as caregivers. Ruby
Hope with Largo Medical
Center was the first to
speak about entry into the
caregiver community and
emphasized the need to ask
questions and gather information now to alleviate
stress and create an atmosphere that is beneficial to
both the caregiver and
their loved one.
“Just like with anything
else you have survived a lot
already, you’re going to
survive this too,” Hope

Pastor Albert Baldwin
many tough situations.
He would hear his
grandmother praying in
the still of the night, “The
Lord is my Shepherd.”
He would also hear the
prayers of others asking
God “to save his life” and
“stir up the spiritual gifts
within him.”
Knowing little or nothing about the Lord, Baldwin believed that He had
to be someone special as
much as he heard his
grandmother and others
praying and talking about
Him. It wasn’t until one
night the Lord came to
him in a dream, showing
him the death and funeral
of his mother, that he
began to open his eyes.
Believing that dreams
are just dreams and some
or none come true, he
paid little attention. One
morning after receiving a
call from his mother from
prison and hearing that
she was ill, Baldwin began
to wonder if his dreams
were trying to tell him
something.
The revelation of a
Greater Power being a
part of his life came when
the Lord appeared to him
once more in a dream,
showing him this time the
death and funeral of his father in the same manner
as his mother’s. Yes, it
may seem strange, but
God has a way of getting
our attention.
Finally, Baldwin decided to find out just who
this Man was that his
grandmother depended
on. He started attending
several churches throughout the community. During his visits to one
church, he heard the
Word of the Lord go forth,
“Suffer little children to
come unto me, and forbid
them not for such is the
kingdom of Heaven.”
After hearing the
Word, and feeling a special touch, in which only
God can give, the path
was opened to such a divine anointing, in which
only the true and living
God can provide.
From that day forth,
Baldwin has been allowing the Holy Spirit to
speak to and through him,
use him and direct his

paths. His inspiration in
kingdom service is and
will always be a part of the
very fiber of his being.
After receiving the call
from God in February
1998, Baldwin has been
ministering the unconditional love of God too
many
hurting
men,
women, and children of all
ages from city to city.
He stands firm on the
Word of the Lord as
recorded in Matthew
20:16: for many are called
but few are chosen. Baldwin knows that he is a
chosen vessel of God.
Throughout Baldwin’s
walk with the Lord, many
opportunities and doors
have opened for him
through the works of our
heavenly
father.
He
moved up from just saying
the Lord’s Prayer each
Sunday, to reading the
church announcements
and community news, to
working in the sound
room to now becoming
the assistant director to
the station manager Bro.
Chips Collins.
Baldwin has developed
such a distinct way of ministering that is keen to the
will of the Holy Spirit. He
is able to convey the unchanging message of
Christ to all generations
and cultures in a manner
in which they all can relate. His anointing is refreshing to the heart, soul
and mind of the believer.
He is a voice that this generation must hear!
Sun.., April 21, at 4
p.m. at the All Nations
Church of God By Faith,
located at 3000 4th Ave. S.
the 2013 committee for
Pastor Al Baldwin, along
with churches and surrounding communities
will come together to
salute this great man of
God for his 25 years of inspiration and service in
kingdom building.
Groups, choirs and
churches from Quincy, Ft.
Myers and surrounding
areas will come and sing
songs on Zion throughout
this great tribute. This is
an open door celebration
and all is invited.
For more information,
please call (813) 361-0508
or (727) 754-0199.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

Keynote speaker Rebecca Phillips

Sheryl Clinton

Kimberlee Bridges

Tommi Williams

Ruby Hope

praised as she inspired the
room to never lose faith
and to embrace their
charge as providers. “Don’t
run from it.”
One person who didn’t
run was Tommy Williams.
He found himself thrust
into the role of caregiver
after his two brothers were
diagnosed with cancer.
“I never wanted to be a
caregiver,” Williams confided explaining he was just
out of surgery himself when
he heard the news. But he
heeded the advice that
Phillips and so many other
experts try to impart on
families struggling with the
burden of caring for a loved
one. He asked for help. And
Hospice was there.
“I was tired, I was hurting, and sick myself,”
Williams shared as he described the services made
available to his brothers in
their time of need. And in
asking for help he and so
many others are taking
their second step to unlocking the door to successful
caregiving.
“We learn how to take
care of everybody but ourselves,” Phillips informed
the crowd explaining how
the stress associated with
watching a family member
deteriorate can cause
health problems for the
provider. “You have to
come to terms with the fact
that you cannot do it all.”
Seamus Allman, a licensed mental health counselor for Baycare, spoke
about the detrimental effects stress can have on our
minds and bodies and how
it can be magnified for

those caring for a sick family member.
“The odds are you’ve
had days where you’ve felt
overwhelmed,”
Allman
sympathized. “We sometimes get stuck there.”
And for caregivers, feelings of too little time left
and guilt that they may not
be taking care of someone
the right way, could be an
emotional trigger to increased blood pressure,
trouble sleeping, even
heart and digestive ailments.
“We need to let go and
forgive ourselves,” Allman
encouraged as he suggested that knowing your
stressors and what sets you
off can also help you combat it in the first place.
But undoubtedly the
biggest stress reliever and
another step to being a successful caregiver is to talk
about the grief you may be
experiencing when indeed
a loved one passes away.
“I wasn’t prepared,”
Phillips shared discussing
the death of her uncle. “I
was just going through the
motions, disconnected. I
forgot to take care of myself.”
And although she didn’t
have a soul to talk to face-toface, she did reach out.
Long distance calls to her
family, her friends, even taking up journaling in an effort to get her feelings out.
The conference ended
with a crowd of past, present, and future caregivers
leaving with a sense of
community, knowing they
are not alone in their endeavors.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Young Careerist
Speak Off competition

‘I Hate My life’
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

Attorney Pye N. Young, Young Careerist Winner and
Cynthia M. Jenkins Young Careerist Statewide Committee Chair
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Business and Professional Women, St. Petersburg-Pinellas (BPW) held
their annual Young Careerist Speak off last month
at the 400 Beach Seafood
and Tap House.
Young Careerist is a Signature Program of BPW
that recognizes and celebrates the accomplishments
of young women and men
between the ages of 21 and
35 for their endeavors at bettering themselves and others,
professionally,
personally and politically.
Participants, both BPW
and prospective members,

compete to represent BPW
on the local and state level
by delivering a prepared
four minute speech, interviewing with judges and
preparing a biographical
statement and application.
The four amazing,
young professional women
who participated in this
year’s program were Sarah
Sparks, Nichole Minors, Patricia Igar and Attorney Pye
Young.
The Speak Off winner,
Attorney Pye Young, will advance to the BPW/FL State
Conference to represent the
local organization. This
completion will be held June

14-16 at the Sheraton Riverwalk Hotel in Tampa
“The Young Careerist
Program was founded on
mentoring and building selfesteem and confidence,”
said Cynthia Jenkins,
statewide committee chair
for the program. “Participants are recognized for
their accomplishments and
service in their profession
and community and this
gives them the opportunity
to improve their leadership
skills and network with
other successful professionals. BPW is proud of all of
our participants for a job
well done.”

ST. PETERSBURG —
“I hate my life” is an expression that teens and
tweens are famous for hurling at anxious and sometimes angry parents. In
Linda Mobley’s new book,
“I Hate My Life,” which will
soon be on library shelves
and in book stores, it is the
truth born of desperation
for not only her son, but for
far too many African-American youths.
“I Hate My Life,”
chronicles Mobley’s son’s
gradual decline. It explains, through a vivid narrative, that the decline
began much earlier than
when the symptoms of rebellion and drug use first
appeared. The decline
began with an early home
life rife with nightly arguments and violence.
It elucidates and
brings to the forefront the
devastation that can be realized in a home where domestic
violence
is
tolerated and normalized.
“I didn’t want any other
family to go through what
we did. To help others
make better choices, stay
away from crime and stay
in school,” Mobley said as
she explained the reason
why she wrote the book.
From early exposure to
domestic violence, troubles at school, drugs and
eventually prison, this
poignant work is an account of one young man’s
journey into the abyss.
The book is meant to
be used in a seminar format to foster dialogue between a mentor/facilitator
and middle and high
school aged African-American youths. It has a companion workbook that is
packed with information on
how to identify the need for
help and how to find it once
about where to find help
and identify a need for help.
At a recent seminar, a
grandmother from a
nearby church who wished
to be anonymous brought
her grandsons. She told
Mobley that she had already lost one grandson to
a 30-year prison sentence,
and was bringing the oth-

Linda Mobley’s book has been cataloged and
is now available through the St. Petersburg
Library system. it is also be on display at the
Johnson and Childs Park Library.

L-R, Retired teacher and Gibbs High School
volunteer and mentor, Jim Oliver,, Malik Moore,
Demetrick Mays, Tevin Smith, Bernard Mitchell,
Linda Mobley, Da’Vid Moore, Nickie Livingston,
John Ford, Joshua Bizzell
ers to try and help save
them from the same fate.
Mobley’s book has
been profiled on ABC Action News, Channel 28 in a
feature with Lissette Campos and there has been
some negotiation for a
local reality show based on
the narrative.
Additionally, Mobley
applied for and received a
grant from the MLK Day
of Service Awards committee and hosted an event
where she provided books
and workbooks to area
youth. She said that it has
been very gratifying and
rewarding to see the community receive her efforts
so warmly.
Initially she had approached area schools
about using the book and
workbook as part of their
gang and drug resistance

curriculums, but was told
that because the book
made reference to religion
and God that it was inappropriate in the class room.
Undaunted, Mobley is producing a more secular version of the book.
If you would like to
arrange for a seminar or to
purchase “I Hate My Life”
and the companion workbooks for use in your
church youth group or organization, please feel free
to contact Linda Mobley at
727-214-8667.
She recommends that
a work book be purchased
for each child participating
in the group. Books and
workbooks are available
for $10 each and may be
purchased on her website,
students.come1st.org. An
e-book version is also available at Amazon.com.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family



     






  

  

 




  

   









  




 


 







Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.














Victory Christian Center Church

  

    



  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 





   
    
   
   
  
   
    

















Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 

 




Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



 

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





 
 

 
 







 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.





    





     

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2013

11

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 

 



   

 
 
  
 
 
  



   
    
   
  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





  



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and healing for a world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for April 2013
Apr 11 - 7 p.m. - WIA
Meeting
Apr 13 - Pastor’s Aid - 11
a.m. Minister’s Wives at noon
and Deaconess at noon.
Apr 14 - Church Outing-

Mt. Calvar y M. B. Church 4
p.m.
Apr 15 - Brotherhood
Meeting 7 p.m.
Apr 22 - PIZZA Ministry
from 6-8 p.m. Presenting
Gospel Magic to St. Mark
Children along with the Children in the Child’s park Community.
Bible
Stories,
Moonwalks, Games and lots of
Pizza. Held at St. Mark.
Apr 23 - Church OutingNew Jerusalem M. B.
Church-7:30 p.m.
Apr 26-29 - Road Trip to
Hattiesburg, Miss. and the
Antioch M.B. Church for the
dedication of their new
church edifice.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey for 2013 in His glory and
honor. We will saturate the
year with a focus to introduce
Jesus Christ to our community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season you have not visited a
church, we cordially invite you

to come and fellowship with
us!
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45
and 10:45. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First

Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held Wednesday

evenings at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and Biblebased teaching ministry; with
priorities focused on Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every

opportunity. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage the community to make use
of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax: 727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.co
m. Website: www.bmmbc.org.

A ministry with a vision
Are you a microwave or a
crock pot?
As Christians we often want
God to answer our prayers in a
microwave fashion. There are
times, when I have prayed a specific request and wanted God to
answer immediately. When our
prayers are not answered quickly,
we often wonder, “What is God
doing?” Instead of waiting and
trusting in God we begin to seek
our own answers and not wait for
His direction.
For example, when Daniel was
in the lion’s den, God worked immediately to shut the mouths of
the lions. I have to admit, if I was
Daniel, I would want to know why
He didn’t act before I was thrown
in the lion’s den. Daniel being
thrown in the lion’s den however
was used to reflect God’s glory
and power. There are times when
we need to be like crock pots and
rest in the knowledge, that God’s
timing is best. God uses the crock
pot to let things simmer in our life
before He answers our prayer.
Do you remember Joshua and
the battle of Jericho? The people
of Israel were marching around a
wall for seven days. I am sure the
Israelites wondered, why God decided to use the march as a
means to bring down the walls of
Jericho. God took seven days of
marching around Jericho, to save
one woman and her family? He
took the time to remember one
woman who was faithful to Him in
spite of her lifestyle, in spite of the
whole community being against
her. God decided to show His
glory. Most of the Israelites did
not know about Rahab, but God
did. In God’s perfect timing, He

rescued the Israelites and Rahab,
not in the way the Israelites would
have sought after, but God gave
them victory in the battle from beginning to end in crock pot mode.
Therefore, I ask you today, are
you in microwave mode or crock
pot mode in your spiritual life?
Are you hesitant to wait on God?
As women we know that most
foods cooked in the microwave
are deficient in taste. Most microwaveable meals lack preparation. However, a meal cooked in a
crock pot is allowed to slowly simmer. The meat, vegetable and
sauce can be cooked to perfection. When the meal is served to
others they are able to appreciate
the time it had taken to prepare.
When asked by the chef how well
the meal was enjoyed, comments
are usually about the taste and
texture of the meal and some may
even ask for another serving.
As ministers of the gospel, our
lives should reflect the crock pot
and not the microwave. Our
prayer time is the crock pot
needed in order for individuals to
enjoy the meal served. When we
take the time to pray we become
seasoned. Mathew 5:13 states
“you are the salt of the earth. But
if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no
longer good for anything, except
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.” God is always in control even when it feels
like everything is out of control.
Moreover, trust God’s timing and
know He only wants what is best
for each of us. Don’t get weary
when God doesn’t answer quickly
just know He desires to get the
glory.
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